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N.E. Regional, June 22 


The date of the first Northeast Regional Yo-Yo 
Competition and Meet is coming up fast. It’s 
scheduled for Saturday, June 22, in St. Albans, 
Vermont, at St. Paul’s Methodist Church, begin- 
ning at 10 a.m. with the competition beginning at 
1 p.m. Festivities should end about 5 p.m. 

Yo-yo demonstrations will be presented by “Yo- 
Yo Princess” Jennifer Baybrook (the world’s 
youngest yo-yo pro), Guinness Book Record 
Holders “Fast Bddy” McDonald of Yomega and 
Bob Brown of Boston, “Professor Yo-Yo” Stuart 
Crump (editor of “Yo-Yo Times”) and perhaps 
other yo-yo masters. “Yo-Yo King” Phil Morin of 


Bellingham, Mass., will demonstrate the art of yo- © 


yocarving. Also on hand will be Playmaxx presi- 
dent Don Duncan and the editor of “Nobile Disk,” 
Bill Alton. Rich Falls of Pine City, N-Y., will dis- 
play his yo-yo collection. 

Competition will be in three categories: begin- 
ners, advanced and championship divisions. 
Beginner and advanced competitions will be fur- 
ther broken into age groups: 11 and under, 12-20 
and 21-up. The championship contest will be open 
to anyone, but regional winners must be from the 
northeast U.S. and Canada. 

No transaxle yo-yos permitted in competition, 
only standard yo-yos. The competition will follow 
the rules and tricks used in the Califomia competi- 
tion. 

Admission is free. You do not have to pre- 
register for the contests. You can register at the 
door Free tables will be available for collectors 
and traders to showcase their favorite yo-yos; 
please contact the sponsors and let them know you 
need a table. For further information and a list of 
tricks and rules contact Bob and Stephanie 
Baybrook, RD.A, Box 1220, Enosburg, VT 
05450, 802/933-5209. 


In the Saudi Desert, 
Yo-Yos Go Like Hotcakes 


The big war and Operation Desert Storm are 
over, but the mails from overseas have been slow 
getting here. Bonnie Matthews, director of The Yo 
Cobras, the yo-yo club at Cameron Elementary 
School in Alexandria, Va., forwarded copies of 
several of the letters her students received after 
collecting money to send yo-yos to the soldiers in 
the Persian Gulf. 

”One of my men gave me one of your yo-yos,” 
wrote master sergeant Barney M. Havville, a 
Marine. “Nice job!... We appreciate itand we want 
to come home as soon as possible after this is 
over.” 

”You did a whale of a job...cheering up a bunch 
of desert-sick Marines,” wrote Cpl. David Casey. 
“The yo-yos were a perfect gift. You will be 


Meet Me in St. Louis: 
See You at IJA, July 16-21 


Yo-yoers of all ages and abilities will again be 
attending the International Jugglers Association’s 
annual meeting, which will be held this yearon the 
campus of Washington University in St. Louis, 
Ma,, July 16-21. 

Yo-yo workshops will be one of several featured 
topics at the conference, and you'll get to watch 
the world’s greatest jugglers and vaudevillians in 
action. 

Once again the yo-yoing members of the JA 
will present a series of workshops on yoing. 
Workshops planned include beginning, inter- 
mediate and advanced yo-yoing; two-handed 
tricks; string tricks; new yo-yo tricks; and how to 
make money y0-yoing. These are in addition to the 
many other related workshops on juggling and re- 
lated performing skilis by other JA members. 

Mark your calendar and begin to make your 
plans to attend. 

To attend, you'll have to join the DA, which is 
$25 for U.S. residents, $30 outside the U.S. Your 
membership includes a subscription to the DA 
magazine “Juggler’s World.” 

Registration cost to attend the complete con- 
ference is $100. You must register by June 15 to 
obtain housing and meals, which are highly 
recommended if you are from out of town; costs 
are remarkably low: $190 single for housing and 
meals for five nights and 15 meals. Registration 
and food/housing is also available on a daily basis. 

For complete details on the IIA and registering 
for the conference, contact Tom Bennett, Interna- 
tional Jugglers Association, Box 3707, Akron, OH 
44314, or call Tom at 216/745-3552. 

Don’t miss it! 


pleased to know that they went like hotcakes! I 
never realized how much everybody loves these 
ancient toys until now. Some of the guys are pret- 
ty good, too. They can do all kinds of tricks.... 

”You’ve kept our morale high. This helps us 
fight harder and therefore victory comes quicker. 
This increases our chance of visiting your school 
before summer vacation....God bless you,” Cpl. 
Casey wrote. 

Captain Phillip Kesler wrote to tell the students 
that he grew up in their town and had attended 
Rose Hill Elementary School “when I was little.” 
He now lives in Georgia. “Thank youso much for 
the yo-yos,” he wrote. “Many soldiers have real- 
ly enjoyed them.” 


“The Return of the Yo-Yo” 
Comes to D.C./Md. Area 


The Retum of the Yo-Yo” exhibit will be at the 


following shopping centers in Maryland during 
the next few months (Schedules are subject to 
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change; be sure to check your local newspaper or 
call the shopping malls for the latest information 
as the dates approach): 

Lake Forest, Gaithersburg, Md., June 29-July 
27. 

Marley Station, Gien Bumie, Md., Sept. 1-30. 
Yo-y oers and others who will be appearing on dif- 
ferent dates throughout September will include 
Don Duncan of Playmaxx, Bob Rule (“Mr Yo- 
Yo”), Dennis Cramer, Lew Newmeyer, Stuart 
Crump (“Professor Yo-Yo”), Marty Kaplan (“Mr 
Spin,), “Fast Eddy” McDonald, Jennifer 
Baybrook (“Yo-Yo Princess”), Bob Malowney 
and Mark Sitton (“Yo Natural”). We’ll give you 
the complete schedule as the date draws closer. 


“Rock ‘n’ Yo!”: Do You 
Have a Song to Share? 


Now that the Gulf War is officially over, “The 
Yo-Yo Project” is moving on to its next stage, 
“The Yo-Yo in Song.” 

For the past several years, Chuck Zomig of the 
Intemational Yo-Yo Institute in Chicago has been 
collecting old yo-yosongs, and has amassed about 
20 records and perhaps 20 more sheet-music 


songs. 

The Yo-Yo Project: The Yo-Yo in Song” will 
concentrate primarily on NEW yo-yo songs. Any 
proceeds from this project will be used to promote 
the yo-yo as a positive alternative to drugs. “Just 
Say No, Just Say Yo!” might be the theme. 

Those of you who are old enough to remember 
the 1950s will recall that every kid in America had 
a yo-yo, and a few kids even became quite profi- 
cient at it. The yo-yo all but disappeared from 
America after Duncan went bankrupt in the mid- 
1960s. 

You may also remember that there were no such 
things as drug problems in the 1950s. Drugs didn’t 
become a part of the scene until the mid-1960s. 
Or, just about the time the yo-yo disappeared. 

Is that a mere coincidence? 

The yo-yo is a toy and a sport that teaches 
children self-discipline, patience, persistence, 
delayed gratification, goal setting and similar 
qualities that are needed to be successful in life. 
Kids, of course, do not usually realize what they 
are leaming when they take up the yo-yo. They 
just think of it as fun. 

Kids who spend hours practicing forthe nextyo- 
yo contest do not have time to mess with drugs. 
There’s an old saying about “Idle hands are the 
tool of the devil.” Idle hands should be yoing! The 
kid who leams the discipline of yo-yoing is less 
likely to be tempted to experiment with illegal 
substances. 

One of the ways to reach the largest number of 
children in the quickest possible way would be 

the medium of music. Tom and Dick 
Smothers have already proved that this is a power- 
ful approach. Their “Yo-Yo Man” routines are the 
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most popular part of theiract, and they’ ve inspired 
thousands of people — young and old—to get into 
or back into yo-yoing. 

We would like to see at least a dozen different 
yo-yo songs sung by a dozen different singers, in 
a wide variety of singing styles — rock, jazz, folk, 
cajun, country, bluegrass, boogie woogie, pop, 
fap, ragtime, calypso, classical and so on. 

We'd like to include songs from as many “estab- 
lished” performers as possible because they will 
help bring their own audience of fans into the fold 
of the yo-yo. Singers need not be famous to be in- 
cluded, however, although the songs must be of 
high quality. 

Several well-known singers have already con- 
tributed or plan to contribute to the project. We’ Il 
give you more details as the project unfolds. 

The record may never make the big charts, but 
it could become a perennial seller By including a 
wide variety of songs and styles of music, itwould 
show that the yo-yo is a toy that appeals to all ages 
and all tastes and all cultures. 

The record would also introduce children and 
teenagers to a wider variety of music. Purther- 
more, by including music from across a wide 
spectrum, the record could be promoted to and 
played on almost any radio station. This would be 
a totally new and unique marketing opportunity. 

All proceeds from the sale would go to fighting 
drugs. This would include anti-drug yo-yo 
demonstrations, at which the demonstrators 
would give out free yo-yos that include an anti- 
drug slogan imprinted on the side of the yo-yo. 


We Need Your Input 

If you like the idea, we need your help. We seck 
your input and participation: 

—If you are a performer/singer, do you have a 


yo-yo song to contribute to the record (or would 
you be willing to add such a song to your reper- 
toire)? 

~— If you are a songwriter, do you have a yo-yo 
song in your songbook, or could you write one? 

—If you are a manufacturer, supplier, potential 
sponsor, efc., can you donate yo-yos and/or other 
services to help us get started? 

—Do yow have experience in public relations 
you could share? 

—Do you know of anyone else who might be 
interested in joining the project? 


Notes on the Songs 

Here are a few comments on the types of songs 
we are seeking: 

— We would prefer that the songs be about the 
yo-yo itself or the experience of yo-yoing, rather 
than using the yo-yo as a metaphor for something 
else. This doesn’ t mean, however, thatwe couldn’ t 
include a song such as “The Right String Baby but 
the Wrong Yo-Yo” or “I’ve Got the World on a 
String and It’s Tied to My Hand,” which are love 
songs but use a yo-yo-like theme. 

—Tapes must be professional-quality record- 
ings. We invite you to send along your homemade 
tapes, but we can’t use them on the record. If they 
are accepted, they’Il have to be re-recorded in a 
professional studio. 

— Songs should be no more than 3 minutes orso 
long, so that we can squeeze more of them onto 
the album. 

—No dirty or suggestive songs, please. Quite a 
few of the yo-yo songs from the past use double 
entendres and some of them are downright dirty. 
We’ re not prudes, but this type of song would be 
totally inappropriate for a record that will be 
primarily for children. 


YOUR AUDIENCE 


*EVEN TE THE \VUDIENCE IS ONLY YOU. 


B-2iu¥ 0-Y0 


Pull this sleek spinner out of its carry pouch & the fun 
begins! Monster sleepers of 60 seconds and more. 
or 50 Around-the-World’s are now possible. These 

astonishing spins attract even the casual onlooker as 
this forgiving yo-yo invites you to excel. Create your 
own multiple trick combinations or, tell a story with 
the yo-yo. It is mesmerizing! The secret fo this 1 3/4 
ounce wonder is a precision ball bearing axle and 


a unique adjustable string gap which allows rapid 
yo-yo “tune-ups.” Beginners advance quickly & 
experts will enter the yo-yo Twilight Zone. 
Now add the SB-2 to your bag of tricks! 


—If you are a performer and would like to take 
part in the project but do not have a song to in- 
Clude or are not a songwriter, contact us anyway. 
We'll put you in touch with someone who is a 
songwriter but does not perform. 

We particularly need help from people who have 
experience with the recording industry. 

Let’s get America yoing again! 

Contact us at The Yo-Yo in Song, “Yo-Yo 
Times,” P.O. Bax 1519, Herndon, VA 22070. 


Phil Morin to Teach Yo-Yo 
Carving at N.E. Regional 


As mentioned in the article elsewhere in this 
issue on the Northeast Regional Meet, “Yo-Yo 
King” Phil Morin will be on hand to demonstrate 
and teach the almost-lost art of carving and 
decorating y0-yos. 

When we were kids, all yo-yos were wooden, 
and the yo-yo man would carve our initials into 
our yo-yo for us. If he had a few more minutes, 
he’d add a little tropical scene of some sort, usual- 
ly with a boat, a palm tree and a few birds. 

That art has almost completely disappeared. We 
know of only one or two people at the present time 
who cary on the old tradition. One is Phil Morin, 
who does a simply beautiful job of yo-yo carving. 

If you'd like to learn how to carve a yo-yo, Phil 
recommends that you begin with a small pocket 
knife. “Not a Boy Scout jack knife; that’s too big,” 
he said. “And nothing expensive.” It should have 
a blade that is about 5/16 of an inch wide. You'll 
need to have it sharpened on a wheel, and you'll 
need to get a medium whetstone to carry with you 
so you can keep it sharp. 

Practice on old pieces of flat wood, he says. 

The knife is a “thumb-guided tool,” and you’ ll 
need to practice with “steel fingers.” 

Plain wooden yo-yos and some of the modem 
plastic ones are easy to work with. Morin par- 
ticularly likes the premium yo-yos made by 
Humphrey, which are available only through 
authorized Humphrey distributors. The Yomega 
Touch-Me yo-yo is also a good model to work 
with. It was designed to Yomega’s specifications 
and is made for Yomega by Humphrey. 

“Old wooden yo-yos can be difficult to work 
with because they’ re enameled,” Phil said. 

If you'd like Phil to carve a yo-yo foryou, he’ ll 
do it for you for a small fee. Contact him directly 
at 6 Horseshoe Dr., Bellingham, MA 02019, 
508/966-0594. Or, bring it with you to the 
Northeast Regional Meet. 


‘Yo-Tech’ Teaches 
Business Arts in Vermont 


Here’s an idea you might want to consider at 
your school. As the lead paragraph in the local 
newspaper, the “Rutland Daily Herald,” put it, 
“Just when you remember it’s now called the Staf- 
ford Technical Center, a bunch of sixth graders go 
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: and change the name to ‘Yo-Tech.’” 

I "I’m always looking for new opportunities to 
i make kids aware that we have opportunities in the 
i technical trades,” Steve Jeski explained. He is a 
’ machine technology instructor at the Stafford 
i Technical Center, a vocational/technical 
1 
1 
1 
I 
1 
i 


junior/senior high school in Rutland, Vermont. 


THN VO-VV'S Phane Ordore "We’re one of the few technical centers 
Hila Sier@74) SWOLATUVON {| Seumeatomenihscoo hes Tap 
a peta ee nT US wh D) school year, as part of a career-awareness effort 
San Francisca, (9111 Sv 99 hs i on the school’s part, he oversaw a sixth grade pilot 


project for 24 students who might come to the 
school next year 
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With assists from the seniors at the school, the 
pilot-project participants designed and made 250 
solid aluminum yo-yos in the metal shop, using 
“conventional machine tools,” he said. These in- 
cluded engine lathes, a milling machine, band 
saw, drill press and computer numerical control 
machine ((.e., a computerized lathe). The students 
shaped the yo-yos out of 12-foot lengths of 
aluminum bar, 

They then sold the yo-yos for $3 each. Ail the 
proceeds were used to fund a class field trip. 

Why did they decide to make yo-yos? 

”T wanted to introduce the kids to machine tools, 
and at that time yo-yos seemed to be the easiest 
thing to do yet was also a project that would ac- 
complish what we wanted to do: to develop an 
awareness of the marketing program and the 
machine technology program. 

"We actually set up a company and took them 
through the whole procedure of making and 
marketing a product,” he explained. Even though 
the actual construction of the yo-yos didn’t occur 
until April, the project lasted throughout the 
school year The participants made several trips to 
the vo-tech center during the year 

Who bought the yo-yos? “Students and adults. 
The sixth graders sold them to their friends and to 
parents,” he said. "We went to a Rotary Club and 
presented a report on the project — and sold 30 yo- 
yos. We also put out radio spots and news releases, 
We could have sold more if we’d had more. You’d 
be surprised to see the number of adults running 
around the center playing with the yo-yos. You 
also see kids around town playing with them. 

"Kids in my high school have gone nuts over 
them," he said. The Yo-Yo Princess, Jennifer 
Baybrook, came in and put on a demonstration, 
and they really got turned on to yo-yos. So were 
the teachers and the sixth graders. Even the prin- 
cipal has her own yo-yo, and she plays with it!” 

But what about the faculty adviser? “I can do the 
simple tricks,” Steve said. 

Rutland mayor Jeffrey Weenberg even went so 
far as to proclaim May 2 “Yo-Yo Day in Rutland” 
in honor of the students’ project. The official 
proclamation “encourage[d] all Rutlanders tosup- 
port Vocational/Technical Education by purchas- 
ing and enjoying their yo-yos.” 

If you’d like to encourage your school to try out 
a similar program, Steve invites inquiries. You can 
reach him at Stafford Technical Center, 
Woodstock Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 802/773- 
1990. 


THE YO-YO COLLECTOR 


Needs Help Identifying 
Age of Yo-Yos 


Pm 15 years old and a freshman at Lake Zurich 
High School in Lake Zurich, Hl. Pve been an avid 
yo-yoist for about 4 years. I was surprised to see 
the letter from Matt Joswick because he has the 
same problem I do. 

I collect yo-yos and use them every day. I have 
more than 250 of them. I have some old ones, but 
P’mnotsure how old they are. They say, “Genuine 
Beginners Yo-Yo, reg. US Pat Off. Duncan.” Can 
someone tell me if this is an old yo-yo? One half 
is yellow, the other half is black. I have two others 
also that are very small. One says, “Duncan Yo- 
Yo Top Special 44.” Half of the yo-yo is red, the 
other half is plain wood, 

My other ones include a Duncan Long Spin 
Wheels (silver, shiny middle), two Butterflies 
(white/orange) and one Duncan World Class. I 
also have a very special yo-yo, an old, Genuine 


Duncan Yo-Yo (Gold Award). 

My other hobbies include spin tops, juggling 
and reading one issue after another of “Yo-Yo 
Times.” 

Matt Asevedo 
Lake Zurich, Ill. 

[In his letter in the March-April issue, Matt Jos- 
wick asked for information on contests, catalogs, 
books, videos, etc. on yo-yoing. We received a 
nice letter from Helane Zeiger referring to her 
book, which is one of only two full-length books 
currently in print that we know of on yo-yoing. 
“The World on a String” by Helane Zeiger, is 
available from T.K. Yoyos Ltd., (2383 Califomia 
St, San Francisco, CA 94115, 415/921-8138). 
You can order a single book for $12, or five books 
for $50. The other is “The Klutz Yo-Yo Book,” 
available for $9.95 plus $1 shipping and handling, 
from Klutz Press Inc., 2170 Staunton Ct., Palo 
Alto, CA 94306, 415/857-0888.) 


Can You Help Rebuild 
a Destroyed Collection? 


We had a call the other day from a potential sub- 
scriber. It seems that her nephew used to have a 
large yo-yo collection—until his house bumed 
down. She called in April to say that his birthday 
was on coming up on May 7 and she would like 
to help him replace the collection. She got our 
number from one of the large yo-yo companies 
and called. If anyone is interested in helping her 
nephew, give us a call at “Yo-Yo Times” and we’ ll 
forward your name and address along to her. The 
nephew lives in New York State. 


YO BRIEFS 


@ Don Watson (“Captain Yo”) of Rohnert Park, 
Calif., recently appeared at the annual convention 
of the National Council on Teacher Retirement in 
Chicago, Ill. NCTR directors from each of the 50 
States attended. The theme for Captain Yo’s semi- 
nar was “control and the reduction of stresses in 
everyday life,” under the title, “Paths to the State 
of YO.” Don writes “Paths to the State of Yo” in 
“Yo-Yo Times” and is the owner of Dataplan, a 
business planning service in Calistoga, Calif. He 
reports that he “had a great time in Chicago. The 
group loved ‘Captain Yo’s Amazing Yo-Yo 
Launcher”! (See the story on the Launcher in the 
July-August 1990 issue of “Yo-Yo Times.”) 

e@ Hummingbird’s line of Oh! Zone products, 
which include paddleballs, spin tops and jump 
ropes painted with abstract streaks of color, are 
“going real well,” according to vice president- 
sales and marketing James Watt. The yo-yo is 
similar to the model used by Michelangelo in the 
new Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles movie. Insome 
locations, such as “high-end gift shops,” the yo- 
yos are being sold without the sticker identifying 
them as the yo-yoused in the movie, but “ ace 
they’ re being displayed, even without the sticker, 
they’ re selling well and we're getting reorders,” 
he said. (Hummingbird Toy Co. Ltd., 32 Water 
St, PRO. Bax 276, Arcade, NY 14009, 716/492- 
5120.) 

@ Wallace Toy Co. Inc., P.O. Bax 349, Wallace, 
ID 83873, 800/535-3364 of 208/752-3391, which 
manufactures the world’s smallest yo-yo, the 
“Itsy-Bitsy,” and is also a distributor of the Bunny 
Martin World Champion Yo-Yo, has been sold by 
former owners Linda and Robert Brucker to Tom 
Kilbourne. The new owner plans to continue the 
company as before, selling the same products. It 
is also looking at plans to expand its distribution 
of the two yo-yos. “We’ re interested in lining up 
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i YODAD! 


Treat that special Dad to the 
ultimate gift on Father’s Day! 


NEW! YOMEGA RAIDER™ 


| 
I I 
| 1 
| I 
| Unique high-performance! 
| roller-bearing yo-yo! | 
Record-breaking spins 

combined with 
| responsive handling. | 
| Genuine black leather holster. | 
Clear rim, solid black cap, 
gold graphics. 

| Limited Edition:Clearrim, | 
| red cap, gold graphics. | 
Not sold in stores! 
$19.95 each. . 
| | 
I 
| 
| 
| 


Phone orders: 1-800-338-8796 

(Visa and Mastercard accepted) | 
or 

Send check or money order | 
plus $2.50 S&H to: | 
Yomega Corp.-YR 
1058 Pleasant St. 
P.O. Box 4146 
Fall River, MA 02720-0402 | 


HUMMINGBIRD 
CUSTOM MANUFACTURES 
swocidert yo-40 pact, tape, erfian ESI, 
Comeiale wes leat capabilities including: 
@ Millwork 
@ Turnings 
@ Finishing 
Call 716-492-5120 for custom quotation 
Hummingbird Toy Company Ltd. 
Arcade, NY 14009 FAX: 716-492-4375 


“Dennis McBride’s 


Gallery of String Tricks” 


70 minutes. More than 50 front mounts, disrnounts & tricks. 
Still available: “The Know-Yo, Yo-Yo Video” 
and “Gallery of Two-Handed Tricks” 
Each video, $25. 

Mention this ad, and receive a FREE, limited edition, 
Dennis McBride model Hummingbird Yo-Yo with each tape. 
Add $2.50 S&H per order. 

Send your check today to; 


Dennis McBride, 27746 Santa Clarita Rd. 
Santa Clarita, CA 91350, 805-297-5713 


new distributors and sales reps and finding new 
ways to make our products more marketable,” 
Tom told us. 

e Last call for the Outrageous! yo-yo by 
Yomega Corp. Yomega is discontinuing its long- 
spin, transaxle Outrageous! model when its cur- 
rent supply of about 200 yo-yos runs out. It is 
being replaced by the Fireball. If you want an Out- 
rageous! foryourcollection, they’ re still available 
“while supplies last” for $6.95 plus $2.50 shipping 
and handling from Yomega Corp., 1058 Pleasant _ 
St, PO. Box 4146, Fall River, MA 02723, 
617/672-7399 (NEW ADDRESS). 

e If you're in Santa Barbara, Calif., on Sundays 
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AD.) », paonoo8n 


Use these fun calling cards to promote your business, 
organization, social event, or yourself! 


Ad-Yo's offer a full 134" circle of advertising 


space while creating fun and challenge! ia 

* White, high-impact plastic legs 
* Attached string Here 
« Your logo hot stamped on 


_ vinyl colored discs. 
Choose from a variety of colors. 


Cail for detaits! 
(602) 623-9981 


and most holidays (dawn to dusk), check out the 
Santa Barbara Arts and Crafts Show. Tom Hol- 
mes, owner of Wooden Monarch Yo-Yo, 1187 
Coast Village Hwy., #249, Santa Barbara, CA 
93108, 805/966-4270, tells us that, after several 
years’ waiting period, his booth has been accepted 
and he regularly sells his handcrafted yo-y os at the 
year-round show. He reports that he’s already had 
a few famous people stop by his booth and try out 
his yo-yos. But you don’t have to be famous to 
visit him; everyone’s welcome. You can find the 
fairalong Cabrillo Blvd. starting at the State Street 
Wharf and heading south for about a half mile of 
booths and displays. 

@ So far as we know, Princeton University is the 
first Ivy League college to have an officially 
recognized Yo-Yo Club, We learned about them 
when the president and vice president wrote a let- 
ter to the “New York Times” (May 8) correcting a 
slight error in the page one “NYT” story that 
Originally appeared on April 14. The officers are 
president Michael Schneider and vice president 
Alex Reutter “We have about nine members,” 
Alex told us. Now that the school year is almost 
over, you can reach Mike at home at 306 Bradford 
Pkwy., Syracuse, NY 13224-1748, or Alex at 91 
Wickapecko Dr., Ocean, NJ 07712. Next school 
year, they’Il be at A437 Addition, Forbes College, 
Princeton University, Princeton, NJ 08544-4000. 
(They’ re roommates; that’s their room address.) 

@ It looks as if Tom Kuhn’s 10-year-old record 
for building and playing the world’s largest yo-yo 
(256 pounds) may have fallen. Barry Travis, one 
of our readers from Arlington, Va., sent us a copy 
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of an article in the Summer 1991 issue of “Wood- 
work” magazine, which reports that a woodwork- 
ing class at Shakamak High School in Jasonville, 
Indiana, built and yo-yoed an 820-pound yo-yo, 6 
feet in diameter, from a distance of 160 feet using 
a50-ton crane. It yo-yoed 12 times, up and down 
its 2-inch-diameter nylon rope. The magazine 
reports that “the Shakamak model, built hollowly 
in successive bricklaid segments, was conclusive 
proof of the ups and downs of woodwork.” 


NEW YO BRIEFS 


e “Califormia Cool —The Venice Beach Collec- 
tion” is the newest line from American Spinners 
Yo-Yo Co. "Return to the days of y estery ear—the 
[early] 60s," explained company president Bill 
Cress. "The surf roared, the sand was cool, groov- 
ing on the beach to the sounds of Peter, Paul and 
Mary was hip, and’57 Chevys, street rods and cus- 
tom cars were the things to show up in at the drive- 
in. Every kid had a yo-yo in his pocket, and 
traveling professional demonstrators were found 
in every school yard in the U.S.A.,” he said. Each 
yo-yo in the series is painted in neon flourescent 
colors, hand applied with multi-layered finishes. 
“The designs incorporate traditional flames, rain- 
bows, geometrics, spiderwebs, pink fantasies, 
tropical tremors, sizzling screamers, wet look, 
summer innocence, sleek and sophisticated bright 
images, wild things —in all more than 50 varieties 
in the collection,” Bill said, Write for a catalog 
sheet and price list to American Spinners Yo-Yo 
Co., 26 Worcester Dr., Wayne, NJ 07470, 
201/694-7773. 

@ Design in Wood, 5508 Montview, Austin, TX 
78756, 512/454-3425, is marketing a new Slo-Yo 
Pro model made of fishtail oak from Australia. 
“It’s real pretty, with detailed grain and a nice den- 
sity,” owner Ken Picou told us. “Plays well, too.” 
The cost is $15 each plus $2 shipping and han- 
dling. 

@ Collectible Resource Group Inc., 3911 South- 
west 47th Ave. #914, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33314, 
305.791-1264, offers a line of “sports giftware” 
including plaques, plates, figurines, porcelain 
baseball cards, mugs, pins, sunglasses, bumper 
Stickers, magnets, key chains, pencil sets, lapel 
pins, stick pins, stamps, matchbox cars, snow- 
domes, handmade crystals—and “full-color 
wooden yo-yos.” (Minimum order for the yo-yos 
is 36 pieces, with three yo-yos foreach team.) All 
products feature logos of major league baseball 
teams, “all 26 major league teams available.” 


PATHS TO 
THE STATE OF YO 


My Favorite 
(Performing) Yo-Yo 


by Don Watson, “Captain Yo” 

Do you have a “favorite” yo-yo? A yo-yo that 
does what you want it to do, wheny ou want it to? 
If you do, chances are: 

~It has a wide enough slot to avoid jamming 
the string in the slot when you're doing string 
tricks. 

—It has enough friction at the axle that it returns 
to your hand when (and only when) you want it 
to. 
~— It doesn’t have too much friction at the axle 
so you can get 10 seconds (or so) of spin time 
while it “sleeps.” 

—It is dynamically well-balanced, so that it 
doesn’ t wobble or vibrate while it “sleeps.” 

—It has a good rim-to-axle weight ratio, making 


ita good “looper” and allowing it to precess slow- 


In the old days (1920s through 1950s), the 
generally available wooden yo-yos had narrow 
string slots (about 1/16 of an inch, or 0.060 inch). 
“Man on the Flying Trapeze” was popular then, 
but it took much careful sanding and waxing of 
the slot to perform the trick reliably. These days, 
yo-yo slots are wider (nearer 3/32 of an inch, or 
0.093 inch). My best performess (dismantlable [if 
there is such a word] yo-yos, of course) are adjus- 
table to over 0.100 inch. With that slot width, the 
most complex string tricks will seldom jam the 
string. 

Fixed axle yo-yos with birch axles and cotton 
strings return reliably and well, but are not the 
longest sleepers available. The longest sleepers 
available are low-friction fixed axles (steel, brass) 
or “transaxle” (sleeve or roller bearing) yo-yos, 
but these yo-yos tend to be balky on retum. An ex- 
ception is a properly adjusted Tom Kuhn SB-2. 

Most of us love traditional yo-yos —yo-yos of 
traditional shape (like a doughnut without the 
hole) and made of wood with a wooden axle. But 
wood sometimes is not of uniform density and is 
known to change its shape with changes in mois- 
ture content. Among these, you may have to try a 
few before you find one that becomes your 
“favorite.” Plastic or aluminum yo-yos start with 
more uniform density than wood and tend to spin 
without wobble or vibration. 

Trick performance is hardly the whole story. 
Some of my true favorites are not my best per- 
forming yo-yos. They are, however, things of real 
beauty, quality and craftsmanship, occupying a 
truly favored place in my collection. I hope you 
have at least one or two like that in your State of 
Yo. 


CONTEST NEWS 


Contests Planned in Mich. 


Two contests are being planned in Michigan in 
June and July. The first is set for June 15 in Flush- 
ing, Mich., as part of the city’s Fifty’s Festival. 
Also, tentatively scheduled is a contest on July 27 
in Novi, Mich. Contact Yo Master Zeemo, Paul 
Kyprie, in Ann Arbor at 313/994-0368. 


Yo-Yo Contest Results 
from Layton, Utah 


Chuck Short of Cheyenne, Wyo., came all the 
way to Salt Lake City to compete in the senior 
division and, despite the fact that he’s only been 
yo-yoing for about a year, he managed to come in 
second place in the loop-off behind Al Goldman. 

The contest was held at Layton Hills Mall in 
Layton, Utah on March 23 as part of an Easter 
promotion to draw shoppers to the mall. The five- 
hour event also included two Dale Myrberg Yo- 
Yo Shows, a yo-yo workshop and the contests. 

In all, 18 contestants participated in the three 
divisions. Results were as follows: 

AGE 12 AND UNDER: (1) Chris Brown, 12; 
(2) Scott Nybo, 12; (3) Jeremy Brown, 8; all from 
Layton, Utah. 

ADVANCED, AGES 13-16: (1) Dallas Brown- 
ing, 15, Centerville, Utah; (2) Ciaron Connelly, 
13, Salt Lake City; (3) Michael McMinn, 15, 
Tremonton, Utah. 

SENIORS, AGE 17 AND OLDER: (1) Al 
Goldman, 40, Sale Lake City; (2) Chuck Short, 26, 
= Wyo.; (3) Lamar Nybo, 46, Layton, 


Spokane, Washington, 
Contest Results 


Following a four-session course on basic yo- 
yoOing, taught by Chris Cook for the Spokane 
(Wash.) Parks and Recreation, the students par- 
ticipated in a Winter Yo-Yo Contest. 
of the eventwas the Hummingbird Toy Co., which 
provided the prizes, consisting of yo-yos and 
sweatshirts. 

Contest winners were: 

JUNIOR DIVISION: (1) Ben Burrill; (2) Todd 
Emmanuel; (3) Sean Green. 

ADULT DIVSION: (1) Dick Nungester, (2) Al 
Towfant, (3) Richard Beren. 

Spring classes for beginners and advanced 
players began April 22 over four consecutive 
Monday nights. 

Chris Cook also sent along the results of the 
Spring Yo-Yo Contest. Dick “The Iceman” 
Nungester won the first-ever “Advanced Yo-Yo 
Tricks and Techniques” contest with a perfect 
score, Chris reports. 

"Patience paid off for Brett Nephew, back for 
his second class and contest session,” Chris 
writes. “Brett won itall in the Junior Division con- 
test. Chris Daniewicz won the adult division.” 

Here’s a complete list of winners and par- 
ticipants: 

JUNIOR DIVISION: (1) Brett Nephew, (2) 
Tyler Redkey; (3) Owen Rundquist. 

ADULT DIVISION: (1) Chris Daniewicz, (2) 
Tom Nephew, (3) Theresa Curran. 

Other participants: Kassia Daniewicz, Mica 
Marquez, Andy Rigsby, Mark Rigsby and Ryan 
Anderson. 


ADVANCED YO-YO TRICKS AND TECH- 
NIQUES CONTEST. (1) Dick Nungester, (2) Ben 
Bumill, (3) Bob Hedlund. Other participants: Todd 
Emmanuel, Jim Curran, Al Tautant. 

Hummingbird was again the sponsor of the con- 
test and provided the prizes. 

Chris also reports that the organizational meet- 
ing of the Inland Northwest Yo-Yo Club is set for 
June 10. The Washington State Yo-Yo Champion- 
ships are set for Sept. 27 in Seattle. Contact Chris 
for details at W. 2932 Sanson, Spokane, WA 
9920S. 


TRICKS 


Send in Your New Tricks 


Keep those tricks coming in. We’ Il continue to 
print as many as we can. Rest assured that we 
haven’ t overlooked yours. It’s in our ever-bulging 
folder. 

Please note that tricks in the newsletter are 
primarily those that can be described in words 
without pictures. We don’t have room for lots of 
pictures in the newsletter. 

However, the well-illustrated tricks are primary 
candidates for the book of new yo-yo tricks we are 
assembling. 

By theway, if we publish your trick, you receive 
a free 6-month extension on your subscription. 
And if your trick is selected “Trick of the Month,” 
you get a year’s extension on your subscription as 
our token way of saying, “Thanks for helping the 
y-yo to continue developing as the greatest of all 


If your trick is used in the book, you’ ll receive 
a free, autographed copy by the author/editor, 
Professor Yo-Yo. (Note: Just to protect ourselves 
in the future, please be advised that sending us 
yourtrick means that you are giving us permission 
to print itin the newsletter and subsequent books. 


You will, of course, receive full credit in both 
places as the originator of the trick.) 

NOTE: All tricks are described for the right- 
handed yoist. If you’ re left-handed, make the ap- 
propriate changes when following the directions. 


“Baby Riding a Ferris Wheel” 
Jim Lowe 
Waco, Texas 

You know the trick that most yo-yoers call 
“Rock the Cradle Cha-Cha-Cha”? I tell people it’s 
“Baby Riding a Ferris Wheel.” 


“Super Dog” 
Jeffrey King 
Herndon, Va. 

We took ourkids to the play ground recently and, 
while they were playing, we took the opportunity 
to practice our yo-yoing and attracted a crowd of 
eager-cyed kids, as usual. On this occasion, one 
little boy, S-year-old Jeffrey King, was taken with 
the trick, “Walk the Dog,” and asked, “Can youdo 
‘Super Dog’?” 

With a few seconds of thought, we quickly in- 
vented a new trick. It’s simple. 

Throw a hard spinner. Take the yo-yo off your 
finger and pinch the string between your thumb 
and forefinger. Touch the yo-yo to the ground and 
“Walk the Dog” a couple of feet. Then give an up- 
ward tug on the string and toss the yo-yo into the 
air. The string will wind up as “Super Dog” flies 
through the air. 

Catch the yo-yo in your hat, pocket or hand, or 
you could let it hit the ground and speed off across 
the floor 

Make up a cute story about “Super Dog” to go 
with it, 

“Walk the Dog on Ice” 
Dr. Steven Salberg 
“Doctor Diabolo” 


Dover, N.J. : 

Introduce this trick with something such as, 
“Imagine a dog trying to run on ice.” Throw a 
strong spinner and take the string off your finger. 
Hold out something with a smooth surface. A 
piece of glass works best for the “ice.” It should 
be thick and have smooth, rounded edges to avoid 
cuts, Also, a book with a shiny cover works fine, 
too, 

Slightly tilt the glass uphill and lower the yo-yo 
to “Walk the Dog” on the glass. Let goof the string 
and yell, “Sic’em boy!” As you make barking 
sounds, the yo-yo will furiously spin in place, 
going nowhere (like someone walking “up” the 
“down” escalator). When the yo finally falls over, 
you can “pant” like an exhausted pooch. 


“Reverse Around the Corner” 
Dr. Steven Salberg 

“Doctor Diabolo” 

Dover, N.J. 

Throw a reverse “Around the World.” Im- 
mediately raise your elbow out to the side. The 
string will come up under your bicep as the yo 
continues over and down in front. Lower your 
string hand down behind you, and you’ re ina posi- 
tion exactly opposite the normal “Around the 
Comer” (also called “The Rocket Launch” in the 
Duncan trick book). 

The dismount leads naturally into loops. 

If the yo happens to land on the string on the way 
down, don’t show any shock on your face. Instead, 
say, “It’s the rarely seen ‘Around the Comer with 
a Trapeze Artist!’” Take a bow and get out of there 
before anyone asks you to do it again. 


‘ soin-offs | 


The Research and Playful Publica- 
doa about Spinning Tops, Gyros, 


Displaying your collection/Histary/Science 
Patent reprints, games, artides, how-to's, profiles, yo-yos & tops appearing 
in art as well as old catalogs, recent issue pictures, such as the “Go-Go Ring,” | 
a removable yo-yo mounted on a ring. Unusual usage of terms, sources. | 
Add fact to your fum with Spin-Offs 
3 issues/year, Actual top included in Spring issue. 
$18/year or $30/2 years/Overseas add Sé/ycar 
Make check payable to T-Place. Mail ta 


Spinning Top Museum, 492 N. Pine, Burlington, WI 53105 


Rotating Toys & Related Devices | 


Yo-Yoers and Non-Yo-Yoers Alike! 


Join the Smothers Brothers Fan Ciub Today! 
Your $8 first-year’s 
membership brings you: 

A phot h of T a Di 
Smbrhers,n sificial Fun Club member: 
ship card, a full-color poster of the Yo-Yo 

ian in action, the SmoBro Newsletter, » 
“Just Say YO!" bumper sticker, two 
Smothers Brothers patches, a biography 

the brothers, e silhouette sticker of the 
brothers and a [isting of their concert ap- 
pearances. 


Send your check or 
money order today to: 


BROTHERS 
FAN CLUB 


P.O. Box 74130 
Los Angeles, CA 90004 


SPECIAL OFFER for Yo-Yo Times Subscribers 


"It’s Yo-Yo Time!” 
The first yo-yo song wrilten specifically to be performed to .. . 
Sung by Larry Groce, host of "Mountain Stage,” with 


“Professor Yo-Yo” (Stuart Crump), editor of Yo-Yo Times 
Regularly $11.95. While supplies last: $5.95 postpaid 


(U.S. funds; for shipping to 
Canadian addresses, add 
$1.00; other foreign, add $2.) 
Please allow 3 weeks for 
delivery in the U.S., and at 
least 6 weeks for overseas. 
Tip sheet included . . . Satisfaction guaranteed 


Send your check today to: 
“It's Yo-Yo Time!” 

Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Box 1519 
Herndon, VA 22070 


IF YOU BELIEVE IN WHAT 
WE ARE DOING, PLEASE 
PATRONIZE OUR 
ADVERTISERS AND TELL 
THEM THE REASON WHY. 


BACK ISSUES OF “YYT” 


While supplies last, a few copies of each back 
issue of “Yb>-Yb Times” are available, including: 
#-1, 1-2, 1-3, 14, 1-5, 2-1, 2-2, 2-3, 24, 2-5, 

2-6, 3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 3-4, 3-5, 3-6, 4-1 and 4-2.. If an 
issue is out of stock, we will send you a photocopy 
of the issue, unless you specify otherwise. Send $2 
for each copy ordered. (Postpaid to the US., 
Canada and Mexico. For other foreign orders, add 
$1 for postage and handling per issue, except for 
#-5 and 3-2, add $1.50 and 42-6 and 3-1 add $2). 

Back Issues, Yo-Yo Times, 


P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 22070 


“Around the World on a Swing” 

Dr. Steven Salberg 

“Doctor Diabolo” 

Dover, N.J. 

Throw an “Around the World.” As the yocomes 

down behind y ou, stick your leg out to the side and 
* up in the air The string will wrap around your leg. 

You can catch the yo-yo on the string like “The 

Man on the Flying Trapeze.” Or, instead of catch- 

ing the yo-yo on the string, point your index finger 
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HANDCRAFTED YO-YOs 
World's Finest Hardwoods 
Sold In Galleries 
High Performance 
2 Unique Shapes 
Enhance Grain, Feel Great! 


Indian Head Penny Inlays $5 Extra 
f Yo-yo Bag $5, Pkg. 5 Strings $1.00 
A ) B Specify Wood Type and Shape (A or B) 
Send $15.00 + $2.25 (S&H) to: 
WOODEN MONARCH YO-YOs 


1187 Coast Village Road, #249 
Montecito, CA 93108 


SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED 


Light Mahogany, Lacewood, Teak, Walnut 
Middle: Paduak, Maple, Imbuyia, Zebrano, Cherry, 
Oak, Satinwood, Rosewood 


SLO-YO 


Superlative Handmade 


Yo-Yos 
Native & Exotic Woods 


Send For Your Free 
Color Catalogue 


ken picou design in wood 
5508 montview 
austin, tx 78756 


THE KLUTZ YO-YO BOOK $9.95 
A complete compendium of 
yo-yo tricks and history. 
Everything from Rock-the- 
Cradle to Shoot-the-Moon. It's 
all here: 83 pages lavishly 
illustrated, photographed, and 
packaged with our own maple wood 
yo-yo, Also available: 4 different 
Tom Kuhn yo-yos. For a free 
catalogue, write Klutz Press, 2170 
Staunton Ct. Palo Alto, CA 94306. 
Dept. Y 


parallel to your leg and let the yo-yo carry over, 
and the string will hang on it. 

If you use a high-revolution yo-yo, you can 
swing it back out into a “Reverse Around the 
World.” 


Smothers Brothers on Tour 


Here is a listing of scheduled appearances by 
Tom and Dick Smothers. So you can plan your 
summer vacation, we’re including dates through 
the summer, even though in some cases full details 
were not available as we went to press. Please 
check your local listings for further information. 

May 30-June 1, Riverside Hotel & Casino, 
Laughlin, Nev. 

June 8, Hershey Park Arena, Hershey, Pa. 

June 9-10, Capitol Celebrity Theater, Daven- 
port, lowa. 

June 14, Maryland Theater, Hagerstown, Md. 

June 15, Victoria Park, London, Ontario, 
Canada. 

June 16, Ontario Place Forum, Toronto. 

June 18, Heritage Center, Gillette, Wyo. 

June 19, Rushmore Plaza Fine Arts Theater, 
Rapid City, S.D. 

June 20, Alberta Bair Theater, Billings, Mont. 

June 21-23, Harrah’s, Reno, Nev. 

June 25-27, Capitol Celebrity Theater, Daven- 
port, Iowa. 

July 5-6, Knott’s Berry Farm, Buena Park, Calif. 

July 15-16, Capitol Celebrity Theater, Daven- 
port, Iowa. 
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July 17, Atianta (Ga.) Symphony. 

July 18, Cincinnati (Ohio) Zoo. 

July 19, Columbus (Ohio) Zoo. 

July 20, The Fair, Goshen, Ind. 

July 21-22, Beef and Boards Dinner Theater, In- 
dianapolis, Ind. 

July 24, Northem Wisconsin State Fair, Chip- 
pewa, Wisc. 

Aug. 7, County Fair, San Mateo, Calif. 

Aug. 9, Wente Brothers Winery Amphitheater, 
Livermore, Calif. 

Aug. 10, Paul Masson Winery, Saratoga, Calif. 

Aug. 11, Midstate Fair, Paso Robles, Calif. 

Aug. 12, Humphrey’s, San Diego, Calif. 

Aug. 15, Pier Six Pavilion, Baltimore, Md. 

Aug. 18, Wolf Trap, Vienna, Va. 

Aug. 20, Melody Fair, North Tonowanda, New 
York. 

Aug. 31-Sept. 3, Capitol Celebrity Theater, 
Davenport, Iowa. 


Smo Bro Fan Club Plans 
Gathering in the Fall 


Just Say Bros!, the official Smothers Brothers 
Fan Club newsletter, is planning a get-together in 
Lake Tahoe, Nevada, on Oct. 18-20, with plans to 
attend one of the Smothers Brothers shows in that 
city Oct. 19. Plans include the opportunity to meet 
Tom and Dick. This date is tentative, depending 
on the ability of club members to attend. Altemate 
dates also being considered are Nov. 1-3 or Nov. 
8-10 in Las Vegas. 

If you are interested in attending, it’s easy tojoin 
the fan club. See the ad in this issue for details. 
Also, send along your preference for the best 
meeting date to “Just Say Bros!,” Editor Kara 
Sjoblom, Smothers Brothers Fan Club, P.O. Box 
74130, Los Angeles, CA 90004. 


PROFILE 


On the Contest Trail 


by Dennis McBride, Saugus, Calif. 

[EDITOR'S NOTE: We've begun to run a 
profile of yo-yoers inthe last couple of issues. This 
month we'll profile one of the toy’s best two- 
handed yo-yoers, Dennis McBride, who is now a 
minister but continues his passionate love of the 
yo-yo. He has put out several yo-yovideos, which 
are available. See the ad in this issue.] 

San Diego is a beautiful city on the coast of 
Southem California just north of the Mexican bor- 
der. It is best known for its warm climate, sunny 
beaches, Sea World aquatics park, Coronado Is- 
land, world class zoo and the National League 
Padres. 

I have visited there many times, but my most 
memorable stay was on March 10-11, 1956, when 
San Diego hosted the Califomia State Yo-Yo 
Championships. 

During the 1950’s the Duncan Yo-Yo Company 
worked with local schools and city Parks and 
Recreation Departments to conduct four levels of 
contests throughout Califomia: playground, city, 
regional and state. Winners progressed to the next 
level until they reached the state contest. 

Competing in my first state contest was the cul- 
mination of three years of competition, which 
began in 1954 when I entered a contest at my 
elementary school in Whittier, California. I was 8 
years old and enthusiastic about competing, but 
my performance was not a pretty sight. 

After being soundly defeated, I went home in 
tears and was comforted by Mom, who treated me 


and all my friends to ice cream. That wasn’ t near- 
ly as nice a reward as the highly-prized, 
embroidered Duncan Yo-Yo patches that the con- 
test winners received, but I appreciated her efforts 
to soothe the agony of defeat. 

The following year I practiced harder and 
managed to survive the playground and city con- 
tests but lost to Bill deBoisblanc at the Los An- 
geles regional contest. Bill now lives in the San 
Francisco Bay area and is still one of the finest and 
most creative yo-yo players I know. 

The 1956 contest trail began on January 12 with 
the annual playground championships. I was 
primed and ready to go. Added encouragement 
came from Dad, who took time off work to watch 
me compete. 

There were 20 entrants in the boys division and 
an equal number in the girls. The teacher who con- 
ducted the contest reminded us of the rules: “Each 
of you will perform 10 tricks. If you complete a 
trick on the first try you'll receive 10 paints; 5 
points for the second try; no points if you fail on 
both tries. The boy and girl with the highest point 
total wins his or her division. Fisst place winners 
advance to the city contest.” 

Then we performed the required tricks: “The 
Sleeper,” “Forward Pass,” “Over the Falls,” 
“Three Leaf Clover,” “Around the World,” “The 
Breakaway,” “Walk the Dog,” “The Creeper,” 
“Rock the Baby” and five “Loop the Loops.” 

I still have the score sheet from that contest. It 
tells a story of glorious victory and dismal defeat. 
One of my friends scored only 20 points, but the 
kid I feared most scored 95 points, missing only 
“The Creeper” on his first try. I outscored him by 
only five points, but that was enough to win the 
contest. 

The city contest was more difficult because the 
contestants were the 50 best players from an es- 
timated 1,000 playground participants. The con- 
test was conducted by Bob Allen, the West Coast 
representative for Duncan Yo- Yoand amanwhom 
I came to appreciate deeply during my 7 years of 
competition. 

I was excited as I walked into the West Whittier 
School auditorium. Bob sat at the judges’ table be- 
hind an assortment of trophies, giant yo-yos and 
other awards. He also had a generous supply of 
string and the latest model Duncan Yo- Yos to give 
to the winness. 

The contestants sat in rows on a platform, and 
Bob called us up one at a time to do each trick. 
Everyone watched quietly and intently as each of 
us went through our paces. 

The tension was high, and I remember praying 
that I wouldn’t miss a trick, adding a request or 
two for others to miss theirs. I didn’t really think 
the Lord honored such prayers, but I thought ’'d 
give ita try anyway, just in case. 

Five boys completed the first 10 tricks perfect- 
ly, so Bob added five additional tricks: “Man on 
the Flying Trapeze,” “The Texas Cowboy,” 
“Through the Subway,” “Around the Comer” and 
“Skin the Cat.” 

The second place winner missed “Texas Cow- 
boy” on his first attempt. That gave me a five- 
point lead and first place in the contest. 

The next challenge was the regional contest. I 
had only two weeks to prepare for it, so my school 
allowed me to practice each day during PE. class. 
Most of my classmates were very supportive, ex- 
cept for Johnny Cruz, who thought the whole thing 
was silly. (He conveniently adopted that attitude 
shortly after losing the playground contest). 

I knew the regional contest would be difficult, 
and I was nervous and somewhat intimidated by 
the skill level of the older kids. Dad kept telling 
me not to worry about how good others were be- 


cause “they can’t beat you if you don’t miss any 
tricks. Just concentrate on your own skills and 
you’ ll do fine.” 

To a less-than-confident 10 year old that was a 
profound insight. 

The contest was as difficult as I expected, but it 
was also great fun. We did almost every trick in 
the book including some two-handed tricks. Win- 
ning it was especially exciting for me because the 
girls’ winner was Connie Scarlett, four-time 
Califomia State contest winner and the one who 
taught me how to yo-yo. It was our first victory 
together My ultimate yo-yo goal was to win the 
state contest with her, but I would have to wait two 
more years for that. 

It was hard to believe I had actually qualified for 
the state contest, but soon the weekend schedule 
arrived in the mail: 

Friday, March 10 

3:10pm Flight from Los Angeles to San Diego 
(ny first airplane tide). 

4: Check in at the Town and Country 
Hotel (my fisst stay at a hotel). 

5:15pm Dinner at the hotel restaurant. 

7:00pm Contest at Recital Hall in Balboa Park. 

Saturday, March 11 

8:15am Breakfast. 

9:45am View military parade and whale boat 
races at the San Diego Naval Training Station. 

11:30am Lunch. 

12:30pm Tour of the submarine “Shark.” 

2-4 pm Swimming at hotel pool. 

4-6 pm Award dinner at hotel restaurant. 

7:30pm Flight back to Los Angeles. 

It was an action-packed, fun-filled and educa- 
tional weekend, but four highlights especially 
stand out in my memory. 


YES! Enter my subscription to Yo-Yo 
Times. Enclosed is my subscription 
payment as follows: 

(Payment must be made with order. 
Subscription will begin with next 
issue. 

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.) 


{ ] 1 yearofYo-YoTimes $12.00 
[ ] 2years of Yo-Yo Times $18.00 


[ ] 3years (SAVE$12.00) $24.00 


(Intemational subscribers add $6 per year for 
postage & handling) (4-3) 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
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LETTERS 


eee oe eel 


Fist, the friends I made, some of whom are still 
part of my life. 

Second, the diverse styles and creativeness of 
the contestants. Being with the best yo-yo players 
in the state was like entering a yo-yo think tank. I 
leammed many new tricks and techniques. 

Third, the contest itself. I was bitterly disap- 
pointed when I missed a relatively easy trick 
(“Through the Subway”), because I knew I could 
do the more difficult tricks that would be required 
for the final round of competition. But by the end 
of the first round I had been eliminated. Ronnie 
Young of Monrovia and Connie Scarlett of Whit- 
tier took first place honors. 

Learning to lose graciously and to rejoice in the 
victories of others was a painful but important les- 
son. 

The fourth highlight was my consolation prize. 
The first and second place winners received $500 
and $250 scholarships respectively, and everyone 
else had their choice of a portable television or 
bicycle. I chose the bike, but not just any bike. It 
was a brand new, fire engine red, three-speed 
Schwinn bicycle— the Cadillac of bikes. As much 
as I wanted to be the California State Yo-Yo 
Champion, I must admit that a Schwinn in the 
hand was more fun than $500 in the bank (I guess 
that’s why kids make lousy financial consult- 
ants!). That bicycle was the talk of the neighbor- 


Thad foury ears of eligibility remaining after that 
year before I reached the mandatory retirement 
age of 15. 

In 1958, I was privileged to retum to San Diego 
to fulfill my dream of winning the State Cham- 
pionship with Connie Scarlett. 

I often reflect back on my years of competition 
with fond memories and deep appreciation for the 
time, effort and expense that Bob Allen and the 
folks at Duncan put into those contests. 

For example, the contestants at the 1956 state 
contest represented 153 school districts, hundreds 
of schools, dozens of cities and thousands of con- 
testants. Youcan imagine the enormous task it was 
to coordinate such an event. After decades of 
neglect and relative obscurity, I am pleased to see 
a renewed interest in yo-yo play sweeping our 
country. I salute the yo-yo manufacturers and 
retail stores whose contests are introducing 
another generation of kids to the discipline of 
practice and the benefits of competition. I believe 
their investments will pay the rich dividends of 
stronger character, lasting friendships and life 
long memories for all those kids and adults on the 
contest trail. 


Send Us Your Letters 
and Articles 


We welcome your letters to the editor, articles, 
new tricks, etc. Please include your phone num- 
ber withall letters, articles, etc. sowe can get back 
toyou if we have questions. In most cases, we will 
not print your address unless you ask us to. 


Yo-Yos Are Tops 

Atone of the LJA parties last yearin Los Angeles 
I got to hang out with Paul Kyprie and Bob Rule. 
1 first met Paul at the DA convention in Denver, 
and he sort of re-upped me into the world of yo, 
and Bob’s just one heck of a nice guy. I really en- 
joyed meeting him. 

Can you put me in touch with someone who 
knows tops? No matter what I try, the top won’t 
stand up straight. It lands on the point, but at an 
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angle. I’ve tried all different angles and kinds of 
releases. Nada! No dice! No way, no how. Sol 
can’t even begin to learn any tricks. 

Have you ever heard of a reversing top? I read 
about it in the “Spinoffs” newsletter Apparently 
it is rectangular with a convex base that is not 
uniform in depth. You spin it clockwise. It some- 
how turns around and spins counter-clockwise. 

Asyou know, I’m primarily a juggler, but during 
a bunch of walk-around gigs I’ve had recently, 
I’ve pulled out the old yo-yo and had the kids 
google-eyed. At the last one, I did my yo-yo tricks 
upon stilts at eight feet tall. “Loop the Loop” must 
look interesting from below! 

By the way, I recently saw a Toyota truck with 
the first and last two letters blacked out on the tail- 
gate. Was it one of us? 

Steven Salberg, “Doctor Diabolo” 
Dover, N.J. 

[Great to hear from you again, Steve. Bob Rule 
is a good top spinner. There’s a few othertopspin- 
ers among the yo-yo fratemity, and some of them 
will be at the IA festival. Ask around. We’ re also 
planning a session on tops. 

[We've seen the reversing top. It’s neat. We pur- 
chased one not too long ago at a quality, inde- 
pendent toy store. Anyone know who makes 
them? 

[We've seen Toyotas with only the “YO” show- 
ing on the tailgate. We think it’s Sylvester 
Stallone’s influence. ] 
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Are You Ridiculed? 

I would like to say that I have enjoyed your 
newsletter thoroughly. If it weren’ tformy brother, 
I would not have had this pleasure. 

I am in high school and yo-yo a lot during 
school, but I get ridiculed for it. I would like to 
know if anyone else who yo-yos has this problem. 

Also, how can I get a copy of the Yo-Yo Man’s 
theme song? 

Kirk J. Eby, “YoDini the Great” 
Rt. 1, Bax 65, Mantooth Park 
Purcell, OK 73080 

[The Yo-Yo Man’s theme song is on the 
Smothers Brothers Yo-Yo Man video, which is 
available for $14.95 plus $3.95 shipping and han- 
dling for the first tape; $1 S&H for each addition- 
al tape. Use your credit card and call 
1-800-331-6839 to order. (From Canada, send 
check or credit card number and write to Wood 
Knapp & Co., Order Fulfillment Dept., P.O. Box 
460, Clinton, TN 37716.) Itis marketed by Wood 
Knapp Video, 5900 Wilshire Blvd., #2700, Los 
Angeles, CA 92036, 213/965-3000. ] 


Good Old-Fashioned Service 

I would like to thank the management of 
Yomega. My Yomega yo-yo came apart while I 
was doing a trick. When I screwed it back 
together, it wouldn’t work. Upon closer inspec- 
tion, I noticed a crack inside the yo-yo on the axle. 

So, I boxed it up and sent it back. In a couple of 
weeks I received a new yo-yo in the mail. 

American products, American technology, 
American service. 

Thank you, Yomega, and thanks, “Yo-Yo 
Times.” 

J.C. Wise, Harrisburg, Ill. 


Seeking Other Yoers 
Do you know anyone here you could put me in 
touch with who might be into yo-yos, work with 


them, etc.? 

P'm thinking about getting in touch with the park 
board here and doing something through the 
parks, such as teach classes and hold contests. I 
know of no one doing this around here. I feel that, 
afterall these years, the time is right forsomething 
like this to get going again. 

I have been yo-yoing since 1955 and really 
enjoy it! 

Also, do you know of any yo-yo companies that 
I could purchase yo-yos from or who have any- 
thing about holding contests? I would appreciate 
any help you can give me. 

Gene Piccalo 
2005 E. 122nd St. 
Bumsville, MN 55337 

[Gene: Great to have you back in yo-yoing! If 
any readers live near you, we’ re sure they’ Il get in 
touch. Also, several of the yo-yo companies that 
advertise with us have materials on how to spon- 
sor yo-yo contests. We recommend that you write 
them directly, mentioning that you saw their ad in 
“Yo-Yo Times” and asking them if they have any- 
thing that would be of help to your teaching and 
contest efforts.) 


Just Whistle 

Does anyone know how to make a yo-yo 
whistle? I remember secing some yo-yos when I 
was a kid that would whistle as they spun. 

Is the secret in the shape of the yo-yo? Is it just 
a matter of drilling holes in the yo-yo? Or is the 
angle you drill them? Where you drill them? 

If anyone knows the secret of making a whis- 
tling yo-yo, could they share it with us? 

Bany Travis, Arlington, Va. 

[Barry, we wish we knew the answer to your 
question. Perhaps some of our readers are privy to 
the secret of the whistling yo. If we get an answer, 
we'll publish it.] 


American Spinners YO-YO Corp. 


“THE HOTTEST YO IN YOUR HAND” 
Return to the 60's Fluorescent Madness,Geometrics Neons, 
Flames, Pinstripes, Rainbows Tropical Tremors, Sizzling 
Screemers Wild Things, Wet Look, Pink Fantasy. 

Mail To: 28 Worcester Drive Wayne, NJ 07470 

$12.00 Includes S&H 
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Beach Collection 


Yo-Yo Times 


The Venice 


P.O. Box 1519 
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FIRST CLASS 


THE YO-YO EXCHANGE 


If you'd like to place a classified ad in this sec- 
tion, the cost for an ad is 10 cents per word, with 
a minimum charge of $2.50. Single lines standing 
by themselves (e.g., “Let's Trade Yo- Yos!”) are $1 
each for up to 8 words. We will print the first few 
words in boldface unless you specify differently. 

Y-W Times assumes no responsibility or 
liabilities for any claims contained in any ad. Let 
the buyer beware! 

JEWELS WANTED. Goody Rainbow Filipino 
Twirler, Goody Jewel, Duncan Rainbow 
Jewel, Royal Rainbow Jewel; also original 
Pedro Flores. Write to Johnny Tillotson, Yo- 
Yo Madness, 17530 Ventura Bivd., Suite 108, 
Encino, CA 91316 or call collect 818/887- 
9689. 

LAUGH-MAKERS MAGAZINE for kid-show 
and family audience entertainers. 50 big 
pages each issue covering balloons, clown- 
ing, magic, ventriloquism, puppetry, comedy 
props, juggling, business ideas, more! 
$21/year (6 issues); outside USA, $27. P.O. 
Box 160-YT, Syracuse, NY 13215. 
WANTED: YO-YOERS (OVER 21) who enjoy 
working with kids. New program. No travel. 
Good earnings. Please reply by resume or 
letter c/o “Yo-Yo Times,” P.O. Box 1519-PYM, 


‘Herndon, VA 22070. No calls, please! We will 


forward your letters along to the party that 
placed this ad and who wishes to remain 
anonymous at this time. 

OLDER PLASTIC DUNCAN Yo-Yos for sale. 
All mint condition in original packages. Made 
in 1972. Professional, $12; Velvet, $15; But- 
terfly, $8; Glow Imperial, $8; Tournament, $6; 
or will consider trade for other old yo-yos. Add 
$2 for shipping with each order. Bruce R. 
Saunders, Rt. 1, Box 58, New Ross, IN 
47968, 317/723-1656. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE: Has your subscription expired? Is 
it about to expire? Check the date on the top line of your 
mailing label below. If it is “6/91” or earlier, this is your 
LAST ISSUE! You will receive only one more renewal 


youddve not yet renewed, do sotoday. Please write 
your "account nilmber" (it’s in the upper left-hand corner of 
the mailing label) and the word "RENEWAL" on your 
check. See coupon on p. a a issue. ACT TODAY! Don’t 
miss a single issue! 


PLEASE FORWARD “ 
“hy 


